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Now, I would like to say a few words to our international graduates.

First of all, congratulations on your graduation. Today is a very special day for all of you, and
we are proud to celebrate this milestone together. Studying in a foreign country requires
courage, perseverance, and adaptability. Throughout your time at Yamanashi Gakuin
University, you have overcome language barriers, cultural differences, and many challenges.

We are very proud of what you have achieved.

However, gatherings like today's ceremony should never be taken for granted. In the past, our
university was unable to hold graduation ceremonies because of extraordinary circumstances.
After the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, and again in 2020 during the COVID-19
pandemic, we had to cancel our ceremonies. Remembering those moments reminds us how

meaningful it is to gather here today, together with friends, teachers, and family members.

As you step into the next stage of your life, you will enter a world that is changing rapidly.
New technologies, including artificial intelligence, provide us with instant information and
ready-made answers. Yet even in such an age, one essential responsibility remains Wilh each

of us: to think and to decide for ourselves.

The American writer Rachel Carson once wrote about the importance of the "sense of
wonder," the ability feel curiosity and awe toward the world around us. This sense of wonder

often becomes the starting point of genuine thinking.

A writer from Yamanashi, Shugoro Yamamoto, also said that people grow only through the
decisions they for themselves. I hope that wherever your path leads, you will continue 10

observe the world with curiosity, think independently, and act with courage.

Once again, congratulations on your graduation. We wish you every success and happiness in
the years ahead, and we hope you will always remember that Yamanashi Gakuin University

remains your home.



